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Amendments to the C laims: BESTAVAILABLE COPY 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for associating a replacement field 
replaceable unit with a medical diagnostic system, the replacement field replaceable unit 
being different than the field re placeable unit that is being replaced, therefore requiring a 
reconfiguration of the medical diagnostic system, t he method comprising: 

querying for information on a replacement field replaceable unit to be 
associated with a medical diagnostic system by sending a query to an electronic device 
associated with the replacement field replaceable unit; 

receiving information on the replacement field replaceable unit from the 
electronic device; and 

reconfiguring configurin g the medical diagnostic system for use with the 
replacement field replaceable unit in accordance with the information, 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of querying for 
information comprises sending a query to a memory circuit attached to the replacement field 
replaceable unit. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of receiving information 
comprises receiving identification information from the electronic device. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of receiving 
information further comprises receiving association information from the electronic device, 
the association information providing data for the step of r^nfigoring ^oonfiguring the 
medical diagnostic system. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the step of receiving 
information further comprises receiving association information from a remote service 
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facility, the association information providing data for the step of reconfig uring oonfigurinp 
the medical diagnostic system. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, further comprising the step of 
communicating operational data of th e replacement field replaceable unit to the remote 
service facility, 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for associating a replacement field 
replaceable unit with a medical diagnostic system, the replacement field replaceable unit 
being different than the field replacea ble unit that is being replaced, therefore requiring a 
reconfiguration of the medical diagnostic system, the method comprising: 

querying for information on a replacement field replaceable unit to be 
associated with a medical diagnostic system by sending a query to an electronic device 
associated with the replacement field replaceable unit 

receiving identification information on the replacement field replaceable unit 
from the electronic device; 

receiving association information from a remote service facility; 

generating a subscription file based upon the association information, the 
subscription file including data uniquely identifying a field service unit and a service 
subscription for the medical diagnostic system and storing the subscription file in a machine 
readable form; and 

reconfiguri n ^oonfiguring the medical diagnostic system for use with the 
replacement field replaceable unit in accordance with the association information and 
identification information. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, further comprising generating a service 
request subject to a service subscription and verifying a subscription file status based upon 
the service request. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
communicating operational data related to the replacement field replaceable unit to the 
electronic device. 
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10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
reconfiguring configuring the medical diagnostic system is in accordance with characteristic 
information regarding operation of an x-ray tube, the x-ray tube being the replacement field 
replaceable unit. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus which provides for the association of a 
replacement field replaceable unit to a medical diagnostic system and the recording of 
replacement field replaceable unit operational data, the replacement field replaceable unit 
being different than the field re placeable unit that is beinf> replaced, therefore requiring a 
reconfiguration of the medical diagnostic sy stem, the apparatus comprising: 

a storage medium physically coupled to the replacement field replaceable unit, 
the storage medium containing identification information for the replacement [[a]] field 
replaceable unit; 

a programmed digital processing circuit coupled to the storage medium, the 
processing circuit being responsive to requests for identification information from the medical 
diagnostic system; and 

an operating system that reconfigures configures the medical diagnostic system 
for use with the replacement field replaceable unit in accordance with the identification 
information. 

12. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , further comprising a communication 
interface coupled to the medical diagnostic system, the communication interface being 
configured to allow communications between the medical diagnostic system and a remote 
facility via a network. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 1, wherein the storage medium provides a 
memory location for a record of operational data for the field replaceable unit. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein the storage medium 
contains characterization information related to the reconfiguration configuration of the 
medical diagnostic system for the operation of the replacement field replaceable unit. 
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1 5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 1 3 wherein the storage medium 
is physically coupled to an x-ray tube, the x-ray tube being the replacement field replaceable 
unit. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A system for associating a replacement field replaceable 
unit with a medical diagnostic system, the replacement field replaceable unit being different 
than the field replaceable unit th at ia being replaced, the refore requiring a reconfiguration of 
the medica l diagnostic system, the system comprising: 

means for electronically querying for information on a replacement field 
replaceable unit to be associated with a medical diagnostic system; 

means for electronically receiving information on the replacement field 
replaceable unit; and 

means for reconfiguring geafi g nring the medical diagnostic system for use 
with the replacement field replaceable unit in accordance with the information. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 6, further comprising means 
attached to the replacement field replaceable unit for storing association information 
regarding th e replacement field replaceable unit. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 6, further comprising means for 
recording operational information associated with the operation of the replacement field 
replaceable oorvioo unit in the medical diagnostic system. 

1 9. (Original) The system of claim 1 6, further comprising means for interfacing 
with a remote facility via a communication network. 

20. . (Original) The system of claim 19, further comprising means for 
reconfiguring the medical diagnostic system in accordance with association information from 
the remote facility. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 9 S further comprising means for 
servicing the replacement field replaceable servioo unit via the communication network. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 6, wherein the means for 
re c onfiguring configuring the medical diagnostic system is in accordance with characteristic 
information regarding operation of an x-ray tube, the x-ray tube being the replacement field 
replaceable unit. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method for reconfiguring configuring a field 
F oplacoablo unit for a m edical diagnostic system for use with a replacement field replaceable 
.unit, the replacement field replaceable unit be ing different than the field replaceable unit that 
is beins replaced, theref ore requiring a re configuration of the medical diagnostic system , the 
method comprising: 

providing a medical diagnostic system having a replacement field replaceable 

unit; 

providing an electronic device associated with the replacement field 
replaceable unit; 

providing a storage medium on the electronic device, the storage medium 
containing identification information and characterization information related to the 
reconfiguration configuration of the medical diagnostic system for the operation of the 
replacement field replaceable unit; ' 

querying for information on the replacement field replaceable unit by sending 
a query to the electronic device associated with the field replaceable unit; 

receiving identification information and characterization information on the 
replacement field replaceable unit from the electronic device; and 

reconfiguring eonfiguring the medical diagnostic system for use with the 
replacement field replaceable unit in accordance with the identification information and 
characterization information. 



M1LW_1951S52.1 



PAGE 9111 1 RCVD AT 2/10/2005 2:14:47 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF«6/29 * DNIS:2738300 1 CS1D:4143197016 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-00 



